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MEDIA RELEASE
May 17, 1988
$15,000 GIFT TO UM CREATES JOURNALISM SCHOLARSHIPS 
HONORING WARREN J. BRIER, PROFESSOR AND FORMER DEAN
MISSOULA —
A $15,000 gift to the University of Montana School of 
Journalism will create five new $600 scholarships in honor of 
Professor Warren J. Brier, the school’s former dean.
The gift was announced May 13 at the Dean Stone Night 
banquet, the annual event held in memory of Arthur L. Stone, the 
founder and first dean of UM’s School of Journalism.
The five $600 scholarships are named for Brier, who has 
cancer. One scholarship will be awarded each year to an 
outstanding student in journalism and will be renewable for up 
to four additional years. The first Warren J. Brier Scholarship 
will be awarded this fall.
PEMCO Financial Center of Seattle, a major scholarship 
sponsor in Washington state, is the principal donor to the 
scholarship fund. Brier’s daughter Karin of Missoula as well as 
his Seattle-area relatives and friends also contributed to the 
fund. Seattle contributors were Genie Brier, Lynn and T.C. De La 
Cruz, Tom and Ruth Kurack, Nancy and Peter Rybock and family, and 
Sandy Kurack and sons.
"Warren Brier represents the values and the professional 
example that everyone seeks in a teacher," Stanley 0. McNaughton,
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chief executive officer of PEMCO, said. His dedication 
throughout his career has been to the welfare of his students and 
associates. We at PEMCO Financial Center are pleased to honor 
him and we hope that the young people who benefit from the 
scholarship will always honor his example.
Brier came to UM as an associate professor in 1962, became 
full professor in 1967 and was named dean of the journalism 
school in 1968. In 1982 he resigned as dean to return to 
teaching, research, writing and editing.
During Brier’s years as dean, the journalism school 
experienced rapid growth in enrollment and expanded and developed 
its radio-te1evision department. As professor and dean, he 
edited the Montana Journalism Review, an annual collection of 
commentary, criticism and historical research .
He has taught undergraduate courses in writing, reporting, 
editing, press history and magazine-article writing as well as 
graduate seminars in communications theory and research methods.
In addition to writing a book about prize fighting in 
Montana mining camps during the 1860s, Brier has co-authored a 
journalism textbook and also has co-edited a collection of essays 
and articles titled "A Century of Montana Journalism." He has 
also written articles for numerous pub 1ications, including 
The Mew York Times, The National Observer and Montana— The 
Magazine of Western History.
Brier’s news experience includes positions with the Seat t1e
more
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Times , Seat t le Pos t-1 n t e 1 1 ioencer , Anch orage , (_Aja_s ka) T i mes as 
well as with Associated Press bureaus in Helena 5 Seattle, Los
Angeles and New York.
Current and "former journalism school "faculty and deans also 
established an award honoring Brier. The $1,000 Warren J. Brier 
prize was awarded at the Dean Stone Night banquet to journalism 
graduate student Deborah Richie of Prairie City, Ore.
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local and dailies, Seattle Times, Seattle Post-Inte11igencer and 
Anchorage (Alaska) Times 
Br i er.r 1
